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campaign. But should Great Britain and France
refuse to be terrorized by the bogy of Nazi-Soviet
co-operation, Germany would in any case have her
rear protected and her hands entirely free to fight
in the West. Such was the reasoning behind the
pact on the German side. But neither of the hoped-
for premises have been realized. The war was not
confined to the East. And in turning to the West,
Hitler to-day must have a most uncomfortable feel-
ing of insecurity in the rear. Apart from the army of
occupation normally required for maintaining the
Poles in a proper state of subjugation, Germany
must keep continual watch and ward, in both
military and political spheres, upon her ally. No-
where in the East and South-east of Europe is
German influence paramount, nowhere are German
interests secure. The twin ghosts of Bolshevism and
Pan Slavism beset the uneasy dreams of German
diplomacy. Only the first existed in 1918. To-day
the threat is dual.
The repercussions within Germany of the Ger-
man-Soviet 'pact of mutual suspicion' and of the
1939 agreement of Brest-Litovsk can only be con-
jectured. But the confusion and bewildered panic
of many can be conjectured. What can be the
reactions of the Communist who has suffered per-
secution for seven years ? Of the Party member who
for an even longer period has imbibed the anti-
Bolshevik doctrines of the Fiihrer? Of the con-
servative elements who shut their eyes to many of
the brutalities and defects of the Nazi system on
the score that it at least provided a bulwark against